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The U.S. Department of Agriculture estimates that 
20 million Americans rose to the call for patriotism 
and planted a victory garden during World War II.

From Victory gardends to…







The more recent history of urban agriculture in Europe: war gardens and 
“dig for victory” campaign

Rome (1941-42)

France
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Gardening practices today in Europe

France: today growth to 150,000 jardins familiaux
UK: in 2010 300,000 gardens and an increase of 
20% of the national waiting list
Germany: more than 1 million gardens
Italy: almost 3 millions gardens in 2012

A sudden resurgence (after a decline)

100 collective gardens in Roma2,700 gardens in Bologna



Metaphorical gardens: 
growing relationships and wellbeing together with flowers 

and vegetables  























Urban Design Lab at the Earth Institute, of Columbia University 










